Charge to the Jury.
Mr Justice Dartix*
Practically there is the case. He is charged with murder
by administering arsenic to his wife. She had an administration
of arsenic; and if you are satisfied beyond doubt that he nav-
it to her intending to kill her, he is guilty. He had the oppor-
tunity to give it to her, you can see on the evidence. The question
is whether he did give it. When I say he had the opportunity,
there is evidence that he was alone with her again and asaiii.
You can think for yourself how little it means to put scsae arsenic
which you have got into an invalid's food, how easy it is to do
it, especially if you have it all ready in a little packet like exhibit
No. 32, which you can carry without anybody suspecting k. and
which you can drop if anybody is not there so easily.
If you come to the conclusion he did that, and that she died
of that, then he is guilty. The question of motive the Attorney-
General has dealt with, and so has Sir Henry Curtis Bennett. It
is usual to look for a motive in any crime; but you will never
find, in such a crime as this, a motive which you or I, I hope,
would think an adequate motive. That does not prove that it is not
a perfectly sufficient motive for another person, a person with a
criminal mind.
You have heard the defence; and I have said to you, if you
have any reasonable doubt, it is your duty to acquit the prisoner.
The defence is twofold. It has not been satisfied with saying
to the prosecution, " Prove your case and let the prisoner escape
if there be a reasonable doubt." They have gone further and have
said, " We will satisfy you "—and they have called doctors to
satisfy you—" we will satisfy you how that woman died: she com-
mitted suicide/' If they have satisfied you of that, of course, you
will say " not guilty/' But suppose they fail to satisfy you that she
committed suicide, where are theyl She died of arsenical poison-
ing undoubtedly. When was it given to her? Who gave it to her?
If she did not die of suicide, but died of a dose of arsenical poison-
ing administered at some short time before her death, who had
arsenic? Only the defendant, so far as the evidence goes* Who
could have given it to her, if she did not take it herself with a view
to commit suicide? Take the whole case into your consideration
and say what you find.
(The jury retired at 5.8, and returned into Court at 5.56.)
The deputy-clerk of assize—Gentlemen of the jury, have you
all agreed upon your verdict?
The foreman op the jury—Yes.
The deputy-clerk of assize—Do you find the prisoner at the
bar, Herbert Rowse Armstrong, guiky or not guilty of the wilful
murder of Katherine Mary Armstrong?
The foreman of the jury—Guilty.
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